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2009-2010 Executive Board Elected 

2009-2010 United Way Executive Board 
 

President, Brad Stevens 

1st Vice President, Jeff King 

2nd Vice President, Diane Bryant 

Secretary/Treasurer, Robin Campbell 

At-Large, Kay Hood 

At-Large, Michael Freed 

Ex-Officio, Ruth Griffith 

Memorial Day 

Remember our Service- 
Men and Women 

 

In April  United Way, welcomed our newest members to 
the Board of Directors.  We also elected new officers to 
serve on our Executive Board.  We appreciate all of our  
volunteers’ continued commitment to United Way. 

United Way Program Graduates GED Students 

Way to Work:  Workforce Training Skills for Youth 
 

Since the inception of our Way to Work: Workforce Training 
Skills for Youth Program last year, 34 students have gained 
their GED.  The goal of our program is for 40 individuals to 
obtain  their GED to by June 2009. We fully expect to meet 
and even exceed that goal. 
 

The Way to Work: Workforce Training Skills for Youth 
Program is a United Way Special Initiative funded by a 
Workforce Investment Act (WIA) Grant from the Three 
Rivers Planning & Development District, Inc. and The Mis-
sissippi Partnership Local Workforce Investment Area, 
known as "The Mississippi Partnership". 

 

Way to Work Story Continued on Page 2 

http://monroecountyunitedway.org/index_files/Page458.htm
mailto:unitedway@monroecountyunitedway.org


Page 2 

United Way Agency Spotlight 

Story Continued: Way to Work Graduates GED Students 

The Way to Work:  Workforce Training Skills for Youth Program targets out-of-school youth who are 
high school dropouts as well as youth who have graduated but are basic-skills deficient, unemployed, or  
underemployed. The goal of the program is to lead youth to self-sufficiency through GED attainment;  
full-time, long-term employment; and/or post-secondary educational opportunities. 
 

Our Way to Work GED/work skills program is housed at United Way of Greater Monroe County Monroe 
County Families First Resource Center located at 101 West Commerce Street in Aberdeen. Way to Work 
GED students must be under 22 years of age, be income eligible, and have a barrier to education.  

For more information about what United Way Special Initiative Way to Work: Workforce Training Skills 
for Youth can do for you or someone you know contact Way to Work Director, Ann Tackett at 369-6997. 

First Friends Alzheimer's Support Center 

The folks at First Friends really know how to have fun with their participants!                                                                 
We thank them for sharing their photos with us. 

7ÈÉÌÅ ÇÉÖÉÎÇ ÔÈÅÉÒ Ȱ&ÒÉÅÎÄÓȱ Á ÇÒÅÁÔ ÄÁÙ ÁÔ ÔÈÅ #ÅÎÔÅÒȟ ÔÈÅÙ ÁÒÅ ÁÌÓÏ ÌÅÎÄÉÎÇ Á ÈÅÌÐÉÎÇ ÈÁÎÄ                                           
to the caregivers who can enjoy at time of respite.  

Amid the flurry of activity at First Friends,  you may find guest speakers, crafts, tea parties and many other sur-
prising things all designed to provide a fun, joyful and caring environment for their participants.  But, all of this 
only happens because of the hard work of the many dedicated First Friends volunteers and staff.   

Recently volunteer Cathy Carrothers was recognized at the First Friends annual dinner, “Framing Friends”. She is 
one of First Friends charter volunteers who comes twice a month. She is a First Friends board member and  a  
member of the Virtual Dementia Tour team. Cathy also collects plastic  shopping bags that First Friends partici-
pants fold for the Amory Food Pantry. That is one of the ideas Cathy began at First Friends.  

Other volunteers, Grace and Mike Beko and Sandy Conner have brought their dogs to share with First Friends            
participants. They loved petting the dogs and giving them the attention they needed.  

Rhonda Chism with the Monroe County Soil and Water Conservation office in Aberdeen has 
also visited with First Friends. She helped them make bird feeders and 
told them where’s the best place to hang them, and 
the type of food to put in them.  

Members of the Beta Sigma Phi sorority entertained 
participants with a special Valentine party. They 
even helped the participants make Valentines for 
their loved ones.    

First Friends is a United Way Agency that provides a 
day care     facility for the elderly diagnosed with     
dementia, including Alzheimer’s, while providing    
respite for the caregiver.  

First Friends operates on Monday,  Wednesday, and 
Thursdays from 10 a.m. to 4 p.m. If you know some-
one who’d benefit from the services First Friends 
offers or would like to  volunteer, contact First Friends at   257-9730. 

First Friend            

  participants have fun 
donning  hats for  

“High Tea.” 

Cathy Carrothers  

models clothing dur-
ing the “Framing 

Friends”  

Mary Nell having  

fun “in character”. 
She really does wear 

many hats! 
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United Way Agencies Hold Upcoming Events 

 

Fish Fry  

Saturday, May 16th, 2009  
 

3pm to 6pm 
 

Kroger Parking Lot  
 

Hwy. 45 – Columbus, MS 
 

Cost: $7 per plate 
 

Call Contact Helpline for more information. 

327-2968   

11th Annual 

Kentucky Derby Party 
 

  Saturday, May 2, 2009  

       3:00 p.m. - 9:00 p.m. 
 

 

Hosted by Tom Evans,  

Maribeth and Kevan Kirkpatrick 

419 and 425 Robins Street, Tupelo 
 

 

 * Hat Contest * (ÅÁÖÙ (ÏÒÓ $ȭÏÅÕÖÒÅÓ * Live Music* 
 

 

6th Annual Nita & Bob Butler  

Golf Tournament 
 

Monday, May 11, 2009 * Big Oaks Golf Course 

Contact  

Regional Rehabilitation Center  

for more information  

about either event. 

842-1891 

 

 

 

United Way Member Agencies 

are always at work in your community            
because they know...  

 

Community Matters! 

Regional Rehabilitation Center        CONTACT Helpline  

  United Way Honorariums  

       United Way Agency Reminder 
We are always looking for success stories from our Member Agencies. Please submit 

stories and photos suitable for publications to lorie@monroecountyunitedway.org. 

A United Way Honorarium makes a great gift  

to your mother on Mothers Day!  

Honorariums will be particularly appreciated by your mother, as she will know it 
will directly serve individuals in need in our community. 

To establish an Honorarium, please contact our United Way office at 257-0557 to 
submit the necessary information. United Way will send a special card                        

acknowledging your gift to the honoree. 

http://rds.yahoo.com/_ylt=A0WTb_g5veRJyCcANpuJzbkF;_ylu=X3oDMTBqZjdtb25uBHBvcwMyNgRzZWMDc3IEdnRpZAM-/SIG=1k97uemqf/EXP=1239813817/**http%3A//images.search.yahoo.com/images/view%3Fback=http%253A%252F%252Fimages.search.yahoo.com%252Fsearch%252Fimages%253F_

