Community Matters

A monthly newsletter from your United Way

Honoring Volunteer Service

April is National Volunteer Appreciation Month

It was a delight again this year to be on hand for the RSVP-Retired Senior
Volunteer Program’s annual luncheon, which honors the dedicated RSVP
volunteers. Mrs. Wynene Jones, RSVP Director, thinks National Volunteer
Appreciation Month is the perfect time to recognize and celebrate the
efforts of her volunteers.

There are currently 107 people who volunteer with the Retired Senior
Volunteer Program in our community. These volunteers devote their time to
many groups and organizations in our area, including Women First, First
Friends, Wren Community Center, Care Center of Aberdeen and Personal
Place Assisted Living. The volunteers of RSVP want to inspire others by
their example. And what an example they set! Over 8,095 hours of volun-
teer service were given in 2007.

Like the Retired Senior Volunteer Program, the work of United Way would
not possible without the help of volunteers. From our Board of Directors to
Company Campaign Coordinators to our Fund Distribution Committee, we
rely on volunteers. You should not be surprised to learn that there is AL-
WAYS a job opening for a volunteer!

In fact, United Way has volunteer opportunities coming up this June, during
our annual “United to Care Days”. More details will be available soon. We
hope to see you there.

Time for New United Way Board

How time flies, it’s hard to believe it’s that time of year
again. Each April it’s time to elect new Executive Board
Members and Board of Directors. United Way appreciates
the hard work and dedication of their former board mem-
bers and looks toward the future by welcoming its new-
est board members.

United Way is a volunteer driven organization. United Way exists because of
the support and faith of the community. One way Monroe County citizens
show that support and faith is by volunteering to serve on the United Way
Executive Board and Board of Directors.

See Page 3 for a complete list of 2008-2009 Executive Board Members and
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Calendar of Events

United Way’s
“United to Care Days”
See Page 4

Contact Helpline
Training Classes
June 7,14,21
See Page 4

Art Across the Ages
Summer Camps

Look for More Info. Soon
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United Way Agency SpOtlight: Agency Helps When Disaster Strikes

Ameri
Red Cross Tenn-Tom Chapter

Article Submitted By:
Becky Thomas, Executive Director, American Red Cross, TennTom Chapter

Tornado Response - January 10, 2008

January 10, 2008 - A day like any other day in our lives. Approximately 1:45
PM the storms started to move through Lowndes County with devastating re-
sults. Only by a miracle it was not a killer storm. Disasters do not have time
tables, but in the south Red Cross has come to realize tornados can happen
anytime of the year.

The Tenn-Tom Chapter American Red Cross was on site at Caledonia High School just as first respond-
ers were arriving on scene and provided support to the needs of all rescuers by distributing drinks and
snacks as needed. Atthe Red Cross chapter, office phone calls were being made to set up a shelter for
disaster victims who sustained damages or lost their homes. A volunteer was calling the emergency call
down list to all local disaster volunteers and outside resources to ensure manpower and support teams
would be available for shelter operations and mass care.

A shelter was opened at New Salem Baptist Church on the outskirts of town away from the work crews
and devastation. Volunteer work crews and first responders from Monroe, Lowndes, Clay and Lee
Counties came together to provide a Level Il response to the community. The high level II tornado de-
stroyed 37 single family homes and 14 mobile homes; 45 homes received major damage and 86 homes
received minor damage. Also, many Caledonia community churches, businesses and the Caledonia High
School received major damage. An apartment building in West Point, MS received damage, displacing 5
families in Clay County.

The Red Cross Mass Care Teams along with two emergency response vehicle (ERVs) distributed meals,
snacks, bottled water, tarps, comfort kits, clean-up kits to the community. In coordination with the Bap-
tist Men'’s kitchen crew, 2,870 meals and 6,320 snacks were served.

The total cost for financial emergency assistance to the Caledonia disaster victims that began their re-
covery with the Red Cross was $62,567. These disaster relief funds were made available by the gener-
ous donations of the surrounding communities which the Tenn-Tom Chapter Red Cross serves daily.

The Red Cross local Disaster Relief Fund is constantly being stretched thin due to the many disasters
that occur in our jurisdiction, many being single family fires. Your financial contribution to this disaster
and others can make a difference in the lives of many.

American Red Cross Tenn-Tom Chapter is a United Way Agency located in Columbus that serves
Lowndes and Monroe counties. The Tenn-Tom Chapter provides training in a variety of safety pro-
grams, including CPR and First Aid, assists families with losses due to single family fire; assists with

food, clothing, shelter in emergency situations. Page2




Monroe County Residents Receive Help and Hope

The Reeves family knows first hand the importance of an organization like United Way. Last
October, the Reeves family suffered a total loss to their Smithville home due to a fire. Mr.

Reeves stated, “If it were not for United Way, my wife and three children would not have
known where to start.”

United Way was alerted that the Reeves family had suffered a fire to their home through

their children’s school. United Way contacted the Reeves family offering assistance and information.
The family was first put into contact with Becky Thomas, Director of the American Red Cross Tenn-Tom
Chapter. The American Red Cross provided the family with funds to use for emergency shelter, food
and clothing. An emergency food box with non-perishable foods was also given to the family from the
American Red Cross and Amory Food Pantry. Mr. Reeves stated that having a roof over his family’s head
and food was the peace of mind he needed to get their affairs in order after the fire. Amory Food Pantry
even helped them restock their pantry after they got settled into their new rental home.

According to Mr. Reeves, most people don’t understand the magnitude of loss and devastation caused by
a fire to your home . “We lost everything, insurance just doesn’t cover everything like you’d think.” The
Reeves family is grateful for the help of total strangers who came through in their time of need. Mr. and
Mrs. Reeves said that they have since referred another fire family to United Way.

United Way Welcomes New Board Members & Officers

2008-2009 Executive Committee 2008-2009 Board of Directors
Ruth Griffith, President Chris Brown, Aberdeen RV
Brad Stevens, 1st Vice-President Diane Bryant, Community Volunteer
Jeff King, 2nd Vice-President Robin Campbell, Amory Realty

Janice Cullum, Georgia Gulf
Craig Ford, WTVA
Todd Goldman, Tronox
Ruth Griffith, Community Volunteer
Tommy Griffith, True Temper

Craig Ford, Secretary/Treasurer
Robin Campbell, At-Large
Diane Bryant, At-Large

John Ray Hamilton, Ex-Officio

John Ray Hamilton, Georgia Gulf
Hozay Hausley, Renasant Bank of Aberdeen
\ ' / Kay Hood, Community Volunteer
Mark Johnson, Tronox
Nate Johnson, Georgia Gulf

Jeff King, Community Bank

Ron Mooneyham, Bancorp South of Aberdeen

We l c m e ' Kathy Ray, ITT
o ([ ] Brad Stevens, Community Bank

Shea Sutherland, Gilmore Memorial Regional Hospital
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Make Plans for “United to Care Days”

%
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You can help during this June event
ET
For your convenience,

United Way of Greater Monroe County
supports over 17 local agencies. %
by giving your time to participate
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we offer both morning and afternoon agency projects
in Aberdeen and Amory.

Watch for more information soon!
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Projects may include anything from

yard work, serving home delivered

meals, reading to children, assisting

the elderly, stocking canned goods
and clerical work.
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volunteers to see firsthand how
their United Way contributions are
at work in our community and
serves a real purpose by completing
projects that agencies might not
otherwise be able to undertake.
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Great Food * Hat Contest *
Door Prizes * Silent Auction *
Derby Dollars * Live Music

To Reserve Your Ticket

Per P
$30 Per Person Contact
$225 for a Table of 8
or Regional Rehabilitation
$400 for a Table of 8 w/ Center
842-1891

Unlimited Beverages

- s oz s~

Saturday, May 3rd 3 p.m.? 9 p.m.
at the homes of
Tom Evans*
Kevan and Maribeth Kirkpatrick
&
Roye Langford

419,425 & 429 Robins Street, Tupelo,

MS

*Viewing of Home & Antiques

United Way Agency Offers Volunteer Opportunities

4

CONTACT Helpline Training Classes

4 Training Dates: JUNE 7,14,21

Listening With Our Hearts

Call 327-2968 for more information.

Volunteer with CONTACT Helpline to help provide information and referrals
and to make reassurance calls to elderly and home bound residents.

Lend an ear and have a heart for our elderly and homebound.
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