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Aberdeen Office

United Way Continues to Partner with Make-A-Wish

In our continuing partnership with the Make-A-Wish Foundation of Missis-
sippi, United Way of Greater Monroe County has recently helped make possible in- ,}\iirv(\ilsesrt\ Cﬁ??;‘;r;g
depth volunteer “Wish Granter” training. Phone: 662-369-4983

On Friday February 29th, Paul Jones, President of the Mississippi Make-A-
Wish Chapter, was on hand to train volunteers on how to become “Wish Granters”
for Monroe County and surrounding counties. According to Jones, Make-A-Wish of

Amory Office

Monroe Co. Gov’t Complex
1619 Hwy. 25 N.

Mississippi has been working since last spring training new personnel and updating Amory, Ms 38821
“Wish Granter” training and procedure manuals. Make-A-Wish plans to make its Phone: 662-257-0557
rounds throughout the state before returning to the area for further training classes. Fax: 662-257-6468
Jones plans on holding a future training class at night or on the weekend to help ac- All Mail
commodate anyone that was not able to attend the February training. P.0. Box 612

. . . . . . Amory, MS 38821
For more information on Make-A-Wish Foundation visit www.wish.org or i

www.wishms.org for the Mississippi chapter. Anyone wishing to be contacted for Web Address
future trainings may call the United Way office. plonzoecoun il sorg

United Way has made it even easier to help support the Make-A-Wish of Mis- _ Email
sissippi. According to Patti Parker, Director of United Way of Greater Monroe County, unitedway@monroecountyunitedway.org
donations may be made to United Way designated to Make-A-Wish. All funds raised
by United Way of Greater Monroe County designated to Make-A-Wish will be used to
help fund wishes for children residing in the Monroe County area. Parker and Jones
both agree it’s a great way to give back to your community.

Contacts
Lorie Bryant, Projects Manager

Patti H. Parker, Executive Director

Donations may be mailed to United Way of Greater Monroe County, Post Of-
fice Box 612, Amory, MS 38821. Donor questions may be directed to United Way of-

fices at 257-0557 or 369-4983. Regional Rehabilitation Center
Bluegrass Concert

Saturday, March 8

Calendar of Events

See page 4

Venture Grants Benefit Local Groups

First Friends Annual Dinner

Over the years, thousands of dollars have been granted to local groups that Tuesday, March 11
have long made a positive impact on our community. These “Venture Grants” are a See page 4
smaller amount than what is typically granted to a United Way agency, but they are
just enough to help meet the needs of many organizations who need a little help with Contact Helpline Training
a one-time program, project or equipment purchase. Loving Hands Outreach in Ham- See page 3

ilton, QEF (Quality Education Foundation) in Amory and The Aberdeen Elkin Theatre
are among those that have recently benefited from United Way Venture Grants.

According to Mike Manning and Dee Allison, with Quality Education Founda-
tion, the United Way Venture Grant received in 2008 will help QEF fund three major
projects this year. These include their long established “Grants To Teachers” pro-
gram, working with the Amory School District to bring the “Capturing Kids Hearts”
program to students and giving monetary incentives to teachers with a perfect atten-
dance record.

Story Continued Page 4
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United Way Alert: Partner Agencies Hold to High Standards

A recent phone solicitation from a group claiming to be Make A Wish, prompted a discussion with our friend, Paul
Jones, President of the Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Mississippi. I gleaned a great deal of information about an
“imposter” organization which attempts to confuse the public by claiming to have a similar mission as the true Make
-A -Wish Foundation. I've asked Paul to share with us some things the public should know in order to make sure they
are not being taken in by a fraudulent agency. As always, your United Way is available to help with any areas of con-
cern you have with a local or national charity.

-Patti H. Parker, Executive Director

What You Need to Know About Make-A-Wish

Submitted by:

Paul Griffin Jones, Il (Trey)
President/CEQO

Make-A-Wish Foundation® of Mississippi

¥
MAKE (A'WISH.

Make-A-Wish Foundation® " of Mississippi. '

Make-A-Wish Foundation® of America and its 67 Chapters do not, under any circumstances, engage telemarketers
to raise money, despite sometimes being confused with other organizations that do. In fact, the Make-A-Wish
Foundation has a nationwide policy against telephone and door-to-door solicitation. There are a number of other
sound-alike organizations - some also with "wish" in their names. The Make-A-Wish Foundation has no affiliation
with any other wish-granting organization. If you receive a call from someone asking for a donation, ask the caller
to send you more information.

Regarding Chain Letters:

Each day, the Make-A-Wish Foundation and its chapters receive hundreds of inquiries about chain letters claim-
ing to be associated with the Foundation and featuring sick children. However, we do not participate in these
kinds of wishes. Some names associated with these wishes are: Jessie Anderson, Shane Bernier, Matt Dawson,
Chad Briody, Amy Bruce, Jeff DeLeon, Rhyan Desquetado, Anthony Hebrank, LaNisha Jackson, Nikisha Johnson,
Craig Sheldon, Craig Shelford, Craig Shelton, Craig Sheppard, Craig Shergold, Bryan Warner and Kayla Wightman.

If you receive a chain letter claiming ties to the Foundation, please:

1. Inform the sender that the Foundation does not participate in chain letter wishes.

2. Refer the sender and all recipients to this page.

3. Do not forward the chain letter.

4. Refer senders to ways they can help the Foundation, such as referring a child, making a donation, donating
their time & talents, or donating treasures.

Only one of these requests is based in fact: In 1989, a then 9-year-old boy named Craig Shergold wanted to be re-
corded in the "Guinness Book of World Records" for receiving the most greeting cards. His wish was fulfilled in
1990 by another wish-granting organization not associated with the Make-A-Wish Foundation. He received more
than 16 million cards. Craig is now a healthy adult, and he has requested an end to the mail. Mail that is received
is forwarded to a recycling center.

The time and expense required to respond to these inquiries distracts the Foundation from its efforts on behalf of
children with life-threatening medical conditions, and more importantly, can divulge information that is poten-

tially harmful to a child and his or her family. Page 2
age
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Gardner Simmons Home for Girls, Inc.

Article Submitted by:
Sue Ann Averett, Director
Gardner Simmons Home for Girls, Inc.

The impact that the programs provided by Gardner-Simmons Home for Girls, Inc. has on this community is fur-
ther reaching than providing homes for children. Our goal is to provide each child that we serve with the skills to
create a productive life and family by breaking the cycle of abuse and neglect. For example in December of 2006,
a worker with the Monroe County Department of Human Services removed two sisters from a home of abuse and
neglect. Seven year old Jessica and eight year old Sabrina were placed in a Gardner-Simmons’ foster home. At the
time of the placement, both children had severe developmental delays and were both attending special education
classes.

Now nine years old, Sabrina is still unable to attend mainstream classes due to her disabilities, but she is thriving
in her new home. Jessica, now eight, is no longer attending special education classes and is right on track with the
other children in her grade. Unfortunately, Sabrina and Jessica will not be able to return home with their biologi-
cal parents. However, they have found a permanent home and family since their foster parents will adopt them
later this year. The best part of the story is that Sabrina and Jessica’s soon-to-be adoptive family are actually rela-
tives. These children will not only have a caring and loving family for the rest of their lives, they will also have a
positive relationship with members of their biological family.

Gardner Simmons Home for Girls, Inc. is an United Way agency that operates three programs for abused, ne-
glected children and provides a home for girls ages 11-18 who have been victims of abuse or neglect. Gardner
Simmons Home is located in Tupelo, MS. and serves surrounding counties including Monroe. For more informa-
tion about Gardner Simmons Home for Girls, Inc. visit www.gardnersimmons.org.

Families First Resource Center Arts Across the Ages
March Activity for Kids!

Building Bird Houses

Grades K- 4th

March 3rd, 10th, 14th & 24th *** 3:30 p.m. - 5:00 p.m.
located at 119 S. Main Street, Amory

Beginning in March there will be a $12 a month fee for each child
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Venture Grants continued...

Bob Seymour, Aberdeen Elkin Theatre Board President, states they strive to have the Elkin be a “Center
for the Arts” for the community. The Aberdeen Elkin Theatre continues to upgrade the theatre in order to provide
the community with current films, plays, bands, art shows, dance recitals, support for the Pilgrimage, and most
recently their second annual performance of “The Nutcracker”.

According to Seymour, they are very appreciative that they can continue to do the much needed work to
the theatre’s electrical system with the United Way Venture Grant. “This necessary work will help keep the thea-
tre available for various events, such as the recent 4th Annual Night of Cultural Jazz which included a jazz band
and displayed art work.”

United Way knows the best way to see meaningful, measurable, positive results is by providing grants to
help fund groups that impact you and your community. With your help, we can help improve the lives of those in
our community one grant at a time. Contact United Way for more information on helping fund Venture Grants in
your community.
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United Way Agency hosts Friends, Fun & Fashion
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Annual Dinner & Fashion Show
Fashions provided by Local Merchants
March 11th ** 6 p.m. ** First Baptist Church, Amory- Gymnasium
** Tickets $10 donation to First Friends **

For Ticket Information Contact Mary Nell Doris at 256-9730

Regional Rehabilitation Center
Bluegrass Concert

Saturday, March 8 - Doors Open at 4 p.m.
ICC Davis Event Center, Fulton Campus

Call 842-1891 for more information
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