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   Community Matters 
Fund 

2008 Goal 
 

$225,000 

Calendar of Events 
 

Volunteers Needed 

2008 Fund Distribution 

January 15th & 17th 
 

Spaghetti Supper  

Arts Across the Ages 

December 3, 2007-after the 
parade 

 
   

 

 

 

Local Agencies Apply for Funding 
5ÎÉÔÅÄ 7ÁÙ ÏÆ 'ÒÅÁÔÅÒ -ÏÎÒÏÅ #ÏÕÎÔÙȭÓ ςππψ &ÕÎÄ $ÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÐÌÁÎÓ ÁÒÅ ÃÕÒÒÅÎÔÌÙ 
underway.  Grant applications have been picked up by 22 area non-profit agencies all 
serving Monroe County citizens. In 2007, United Way funded 19 local agencies, not 
including many Venture Grant Recipients. This year United Way has seen an increase 
in funding interest. Agencies must submit their applications by Monday, December 
17, 2007 at 12 noon.  

 

Each year volunteers are needed to review agency applications and interview agency 
staff.  United Way will hold these interviews on  Tuesday, January 15 in Amory and 
Thursday, January 17 in Aberdeen. Please contact our office if you would like to help 
×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÉÓ ÙÅÁÒȭÓ &ÕÎÄ $ÉÓÔÒÉÂÕÔÉÏÎ ÐÒÏÃÅÓÓȢ 

The Most Wonderful Time 

Merry Christmas 

Songs that we know and love say that the  

Christmas season is  

ȰÔÈÅ ÍÏÓÔ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÔÉÍÅ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÙÅÁÒȱȢ 

Do you agree?    I hope so.   
 

Although the struggles of life are just as real in  

December as they are every other month of the year,  

this season reminds us  that there is help   

and there is hope .  
 

help  for people battling to overcome addictions.  In 
this newsletter, Dody Vail with the National Council on 
Alcoholism and Drug Dependence shares two experi-
ences about reaching out to help others.  And there is 
hope for families and their loved ones who are cop-
ÉÎÇ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÁÎÄ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ $ÉÓÅÁÓÅȢ   #ÏÍÂÉÎȤ
ing  care giving  for participants and respite for family 
members,  First Friends is a most unique organization.  
 

While United Way and our member agencies are in the 
business of providing these services in our commu-
ÎÉÔÙȟ  ÉÔ ÉÓ Á ȰÍÏÓÔ ×ÏÎÄÅÒÆÕÌ ÔÉÍÅȱ ÔÏ ÁÃËÎÏ×ÌÅÄÇÅ ÔÈÁÔ 
no human  institution can match the divine help  

that is ours when we place our hope  in the very 
reason for the  Christmas season.   

http://monroecountyunitedway.org/index_files/Page458.htm
mailto:mailto:unitedway@monroecountyunitedway.org
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National Council on Alcoholism and Drug Dependence (NCADD) is a United Way agency that offers in-
formation, education, help and hope for addicted adolescence and adults. NCADD also offers free confi-
dential assessments and referrals to treatments. Each year NCADD receives over 3,000 crisis calls and 
walk-in clients from 11 Northeast Mississippi counties who are seeking help and hope for themselves 
or a loved one who is suffering from addiction to alcohol and/or drugs.  

!ÃÃÏÒÄÉÎÇ ÔÏ $ÏÔÙ 6ÁÉÌȟ $ÉÒÅÃÔÏÒ ÏÆ .#!$$ ÏÆ .ÏÒÔÈÅÁÓÔ -3ȟ Ȱ4ÈÅÒÅ ÈÁÖÅ ÂÅÅÎ ÍÁÎÙ ÏÃÃÁÓÉÏÎÓ ×ÈÅÎ 
certain clients have made a lasting impression on our hearts.  Without United Way we would not have 
ÂÅÅÎ ÁÂÌÅ ÔÏ ÁÓÓÉÓÔ ÔÈÅÓÅ ÉÎÄÉÖÉÄÕÁÌÓȢȱ  

For more information on services available through NCADD, visit webmaster@msncadd.net and 
www.recoverysuperstore.com or call 662-841-0403. 

Two recent examples of NCADD  in the community.  Submitted by Doty Vail, NCADD  Director. 
 

A 25 year old white female calls crying uncontrollably. She says that she has awakened in a strange location 
and her clothes and belongings are missing. She says there are used needles around her and the place is 
wrecked from what looks like a big party. She says she has been raped. We advise her to call 911 so they can 
find her location by tracking the phone number and be able to take her to the hospital. Later that day, she 
calls again and reports that she has no income and no insurance so she must seek help for her addiction 
problem through a service other than the hospital. She arrives for a FREE, CONFIDENTAIL alcohol/drug as-
sessment and the staff gets busy locating a treatment center that can take her in her present financial situa-
ÔÉÏÎȢ 7Å ÆÉÎÄ ÏÎÅ ÉÎ .ÏÒÔÈ !ÌÁÂÁÍÁȟ ÏÎÌÙ ÁÎ ÈÏÕÒȭÓ ÄÒÉÖÅ ÆÒÏÍ ÈÅÒÅ ÁÎÄ ÔÈÅÙ ÈÁÖÅ ÁÎ ÁÖÁÉÌÁÂÌÅ ÂÅÄȢ  4ÈÅÎ ÔÈÅ 
next need is to find her way up to the treatment center because her car was not in working condition. A bus 
ticket was donated by a local church and she walked 2-blocks from our office (in downtown Tupelo) to the 
bus station. The Director of the treatment center met her at the bus station at her destination and she was 
able to check in that day. That was 6 months ago and today, this young woman is doing well, dedicated to 
her recovery and slowly but surely re-building a life for herself, re-connecting with her family and has hope 
for a positive future without drugs and alcohol. She stayed a while in treatment instead of opting to get out 
ÁÆÔÅÒ ÔÈÅ ȰÕÓÕÁÌȱ σπ-ÄÁÙÓ ÂÅÃÁÕÓÅ ÓÈÅ ÃÁÍÅ ÔÏ ÒÅÁÌÉÚÅȟ ×ÉÔÈ ÔÈÅ ÈÅÌÐ ÏÆ ÔÈÅ ÔÒÅÁÔÍÅÎÔ ÔÅÁÍȟ ÔÈÁÔ ÓÈÅ ÄÉÄÎȭÔ 
get addicted and lose everything overnight and she would not be able to recover and re-build her life over-
night. We believe she has a bright future as long as her recovery comes first.  

 

A 37 yr. old black male walks in off the street and asks for help. During the assessment, he reports that he is 
not only addicted to crack, but also has been diagnosed as bi-polar (manic depression) and cannot afford his 
medications. His wife and family left him because of the addiction and the erratic behavior displayed be-
cause of the addiction and not taking his medications. He sobs as he talks about how much he misses his 
family. He talks about how all his close male friends are also addicts and how they shared drugs and kept 
secrets for years. But the recent loss of his job and then his family leaving drove him to seek help. We talked 
about all the treatment options available,: the cost, bed availability, and time in the program. He did not like 
the choices nor the idea of going off to treatment. He said he wanted to think it over. We advised him not to 
wait. Three days later, his photo was seen on a local TV channel having been arrested for possession with 
intent to sell drugs. His opportunity to chose getting help has passed as now choices will be made for him by 
the courts and everybody loses in this situation. 

 

Without the funding of United Way many individuals would not be able to rise above their addiction. 
Through the National Council on Alcohol and Drug Dependence, United Way offers hope and a way out. 

Agency Spotlight:   Rising Above Addiction  



!ÇÅÎÃÙ 3ÐÏÔÌÉÇÈÔȡ   -Ù Ȱ"ÅÓÔ &ÒÉÅÎÄȱ 

&ÉÒÓÔ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ȟ Á 5ÎÉÔÅÄ 7ÁÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒ ÁÇÅÎÃÙȟ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÅÓ Á ÄÁÙ ÃÁÒÅ ÆÁÃÉÌÉÔÙ ÆÏÒ 
ÔÈÅ ÅÌÄÅÒÌÙ ÄÉÁÇÎÏÓÅÄ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁȟ ÉÎÃÌÕÄÉÎÇ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓȟ ×ÈÉÌÅ ÐÒÏÖÉÄÉÎÇ ÒÅÓÐÉÔÅ ÆÏÒ ÔÈÅ ÃÁÒÅÇÉÖÅÒȢ 
&ÉÒÓÔ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÉÓ ÔÈÅ ȰÂÅÓÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȱ ÎÏÔ ÏÎÌÙ ÔÏ ÍÁÎÙ ×ÈÏ ÈÁÖÅ ÅÌÄÅÒÌÙ ÆÁÍÉÌÙ ÍÅÍÂÅÒÓ ×ÉÔÈ ÄÅÍÅÎÔÉÁ ÂÕÔ 
for the caregiver.  )Æ ÙÏÕȭÄ ÌÉËÅ ÍÏÒÅ ÉÎÆÏÒÍÁÔÉÏÎ ÁÂÏÕÔ &ÉÒÓÔ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ 3ÕÐÐÏÒÔ #ÅÎÔÅÒ ÃÏÎÔÁÃÔ 
Mary Nell Doris at 256-9730.   

 

 

 

 

 
 

The following letters are from caregivers with family members who are participants at First Friends.  

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

October 15, 2007 
 

How do I begin to tell how grateful I am for First 
Friends and what it means to my mother and me. 
 

First Friends provides a place for Louise to look for-
ward to going. It also offers a fellowship for her to 
interact socially with other people in an environ-
ment where she feels comfortable without the pres-
sure she seems to feel at home. She also enjoys the 
arts, crafts and games they do on a daily basis. 
 

&ÏÒ #ÏÎÎÉÅȟ  &ÉÒÓÔ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓ ÉÓ ÍÙ ȰÂÅÓÔ ÆÒÉÅÎÄȢȱ )Ô ÇÉÖÅÓ 
me alone time for myself. It allows me to tend to per-
ÓÏÎÁÌ ÎÅÅÄÓȟ ÓÕÃÈ ÁÓ ÄÏÃÔÏÒÓȭ ÁÐÐÏÉÎÔÍÅÎÔÓȟ ÇÒÏÃÅÒÙ 
shopping, business matters and time to visit friends 
and relatives. I am very thankful for the Support 
Group it offers as well. 
 

I would like to thank United Way and the support of 
the community. It is a great service to the Alzheimer, 
dementia and elderly citizens. 
 

Sincerely,  

Connie Wiygul 

October 11, 2007 
 

We feel very fortunate to have First Friends available 
for my mother to go to. She enjoys the warm wel-
come she always gets when arriving and really en-
joys all the activities they have to offer. She loves the 
music, games, crafts and the one-on-one relationship 
at First Friends.  
 

I am her daughter and caregiver. It means a great 
deal to me to know that there is a place (First 
Friends) for my mother to go to. It gives me a break 
so I can run errands or do whatever I need to do 
without worrying about her. I know that she is in a 
place that she enjoys. She would go there everyday if 
it was available because she likes it so much. 
 

) ÁÌÓÏ ÌÉËÅ ÇÏÉÎÇ ÔÏ ÔÈÅ !ÌÚÈÅÉÍÅÒȭÓ ÓÕÐÐÏÒÔ ÍÅÅÔÉÎÇÓ 
ÁÔ &ÉÒÓÔ &ÒÉÅÎÄÓȢ ) ÄÏÎȭÔ ËÎÏ× ×ÈÁÔ ) ×ÏÕÌÄ ÄÏ ×ÉÔÈȤ
out First Friends.  
 

Sincerely 
 

Cheryl Laymon 
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2008 Campaign Contributor Update 

Campaigns in Progress and Recently Received Gifts 

Thank You! 

Employee Campaigns 
 

Tronox, Inc.   El Paso Southern Natural Gas 

Georgia Gulf   Market Place Insurance 

Atmos Energy   Townhouse Furniture 

Nautic Star   Community Bank 

Townhouse Furniture  Cadence Bank of Amory 

Wal-Mart   Cadence Bank of Aberdeen 

Lane Furniture   Cadence Bank of Hamilton 

/ȭ2ÅÉÌÌÙ !ÕÔÏ 0ÁÒÔÓ  Lift, Inc. 

Cingular (AT&T) Wireless Bancorp South of Nettleton 

ITT Industries   Bancorp South of Hamilton 

Heart to Heart Hospice  Bancorp South of Aberdeen 

Payless Shoes   Galloway Chandler McKinney 

City of Amory   Texas Eastern 

Renasant Bank of Aberdeen   

Renasant Bank of Amory  

Gilmore Memorial Regional Hospital 

Monroe County Chancery Court 

Scott & Sons Construction & Mechanical Services Inc. 

Corporate and Individual Gifts 
 

Amory Federal 

E.E. Pickle Funeral Home 

Freed Law Group, LLC 

Dr. Brandon Miles/Radiology Clinic 

Leech Real Estate 

Marketplace Insurance 

El Paso Southern Natural Gas 

Burlington Northern Santa Fe Foundation 

 

Judge Adrian Haynes Bennie & Wanda Wright 

Mrs. Earl Morris  Mr. & Mrs. Robert Seymour 

Mr. Roy Doss  Henry Applewhite 

H.L Robinson  Kay Hood 

Mrs. Barbara McDonald Wellman Works 

Mrs. Linda Holden Dr. Robert Cole 

Contact Helpline  Dr. Thomas Shepherd 

Dr. John Helton  Mr. & Mrs. Buddy Bryant 

Dr. & Mrs. B.O. Moore J.B. Markham 

Helping People Right Here In YOUR Community 
 

Without the financial support of United Way, many agencies would be severely affected.  

Many of the services that our agencies provide would be drastically reduced or simply not available at all. 

 That is why we are asking our community to support United Way of Greater Monroe County. 
 

United Way Works for All of Us Because Community Matters  

United Way Agency Eventɂ Arts Across the Ages 

SPAGHETTI SUPPER     
Monday, December 3rdɂCarry out available from 4:30 p.m-8 p.m. 

Main Street in Amory.   Call 257-1772 for tickets.  $5 per plate. 

 

GREAT FOR AFTER THE CHRISTMAS PARADE! 

Add your name to our growing list of contributors.   

Call 257-0557 today to schedule an employee campaign at your business. 


